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Music development plan summary: 
West Vale Academy 

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. 

Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from 

academic year 2024-25.  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out 

how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-

curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the 

national plan for music education:  

• timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year 

for key stages 1 to 3 

• access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

• a school choir or vocal ensemble 

• a school ensemble, band or group 

• space for rehearsals and individual practice 

• a termly school performance 

• opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year 

and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership 

with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the 

school with music provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along 

with this text box. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 24-25 

Date this summary was published September 24 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 25 

Name of the school music lead C. Akroyd 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Calderdale Music Hub  

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

N/A 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Our whole school music curriculum can be viewed on our school website on the link :  

https://www.westvaleacademy.org.uk/academicexcellence/music/  

Each week, all classes have an hour allocated for the teaching of music following the 

Kapow music scheme, which covers a range of culturally diverse music genres and 

offers the practical use of a range of musical instruments including glockenspiels and 

percussion. Our Y2/3 class currently are learning how to play the ukulele as taught by 

the Calderdale music.  

All children with SEND participate in music lessons and have the opportunity to join the 

choir. Adaptations are made through using support for children who may struggle with 

literacy to prevent this from allowing them to demonstrate their talent in music. We also 

make use of technology to support pupils who may have a visual impairment to ensure 

they are able to read notation and follow images displayed during the teaching input.  

 

For further information on how West Vale Academy increase access for disabled pupils 

and supporting pupils with special educational needs (SEND) across the curriculum 

please read our SEND policy which can be accessed on the school website via the link 

: https://www.westvaleacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SEND-Policy-1.pdf 

 

Music is valued throughout school which is demonstrated alongside the weekly music 

through termly music assemblies allowing each class opportunities to perform in front 

of their peers, performances to showcase music learning for parents and subject 

specific assemblies that discuss how we as a school teach and value music.  As a 

school, we also have a weekly singing assembly to develop singing talents and a love 

of music throughout school. We also have a KS2 choir offered weekly. The choir often 

perform in assemblies and have opportunities to take part in a variety of different 

competitions. All children from Y1 upwards are offered the opportunity to learn a 

musical instrument through paid tuition offered by the Calderdale music service.  

 

https://www.westvaleacademy.org.uk/academicexcellence/music/
https://www.westvaleacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SEND-Policy-1.pdf
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Part B: ‘Extra-curricular music’ 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

All children from Y1 upwards are offered the opportunity to learn a musical instrument 

through paid tuition offered by the Calderdale music service. The children have the 

opportunity to learn the recorder, flute, saxophone or clarinet. We have a dedicated 

music classroom in school for the children to complete tuition. Cost?  

We run a weekly KS2 choir which is free for all children to join. The choir often perform 

in assemblies and have opportunities to take part in a variety of different competitions. 

Our choir runs weekly and we practice in the school hall with use of backing tracks.  

 

Part C: Musical Experiences  

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Music is valued throughout school which is demonstrated alongside the weekly music 

through termly music assemblies allowing each class opportunities to perform in front 

of their peers, performances to showcase music learning for parents and subject 

specific assemblies that discuss how we as a school teach and value music.  As a 

school, we also have a weekly singing assembly to develop singing talents and a love 

of music throughout school. We also have a KS2 choir offered weekly. The choir often 

perform in assemblies and have opportunities to take part in a variety of different 

competitions. All children from Y1 upwards are offered the opportunity to learn a 

musical instrument through paid tuition offered by the Calderdale music service.  

Children in reception, Y1 and Y2 have the opportunity to perform a nativity to parents 

which involves use of simple percussion and singing. Our Y6 leavers also put on a 

leavers show for parents involving singing and drama.  

 

 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 
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To make music a high priority by timetabling an hour a week.  

Continued work with Calderdale music to continue whole class ensemble for children to 

be given the opportunity to progress their skills in learning an instrument.  

Aspiration to engage 20% of children to access 1:1 or group music lessons through 

potential subsidises from pupil premium.  

Choir to participate in 3 musical performances in front of a range of audiences 

throughout the course of the year.  

All classes to have access to at least one musical performance each academic year.  

 

Further information (optional) 

Current 23-24 focus  
Use specialist music teacher to provide high quality education for pupils across school.  

• 1 hour music lessons planned weekly for all year groups. 

• Use Calderdale Music Trust to provide high quality instrumental lessons for children in the year 2/ 3 class.  

• Create a music classroom for all classes to access with well organised resources for practical use.  

• Offer extra-curricular Music lessons for children across school through Calderdale Music Trust to provide 

children with additional music opportunities.  

• Weekly choir and deliver a program of music events over the year. 

 

 

 


